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Safeguarding Bee Population and Promoting its
Proliferation

1. Main Objective:

Highlight bee’s role in sustaining life on earth and finding ways to preserve and increase
their population.

2. The Committee

IPBES is a committee established in 2012, that is in charge of providing scientific
information about ecosystem services and biodiversity, all of these are requested by
policy makers.

The mission of the IPBES is to strengthen the political- scientific interface in terms of
biodiversity and ecosystems for its conservation and sustainable use, the good being of
the human race and long term sustainable development.

3. Topic Background

The worldwide phenomena nearly discovered a few years ago, where bees abruptly
leave their farms and in extreme cases death, is called Colony Collapse Disorder.

Over the past years, we have faced this problem, this situation is known as bee
extinction. The first appearances of this problem were back in 2006 in California when
its honey production decreased according to bee keepers that are in charge of this area.

According to a recent Harvard study that was published several weeks ago, the main
factors in this event are pesticides. 95 percent of the insecticide that was introduced in
the 1990s up in the wider environment has this toxin called neonicotinoids.

The Environmental Protection Agency has found that neonicotinoid is a major pesticide
used on cotton plants and citrus trees. This pesticide affects the bees in an internal way,
impacting their nervous system; it goes from causing navigation and flying problems and
leads to death. Another mayor agent that has influence in this area are parasites. They
attack the bee hive themselves, one of the most dangerous is called the Varroa Mite,
but its scientific name is Varroa destructor. It’s the world's most devastating pest of
honey bees, it has been discovered that this parasite has been present from around 20
years ago and was the number one cause to bee extinction.

Another major key influence is the nutrition that bees have nowadays. Bees commonly
depend on flowers, wilderness and wild spaces in order to pollinate. Right now farmers
are replacing all open areas with crops, because it’s cheaper and feeding the cattle, for
bees this is like a big drought. All these factors are extremely linked to colony collapse
disorder.

4. Importance of Bees:
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Why we should not take this issue for granted:

5.

Without bees we will just have five years left in the earth.
They pollinate a crop value of $15 billion to $18 billion.

Bees contribute enormously to plants, allowing them to grow their own seeds
with pollination, better known as plant reproduction.

It will not only affect nature, but also in an economic way. Huge demands of
crops are pollinated by bees, without them the market will be over, representing
high losses for the food industry.

It's estimated that cross-pollination from bees helps 30% of the world’s food crops
and 90% of wild plants to grow. That means, without bees most of the plants,
including food and native plants will become extinct.

A New Initiative:

The Making of more federal land bee-friendly and adding regulations to the pesticides
used in the honey farms. All of these projects were part of Obama’s administration.

6. Countries Present

United States 9. Japan
Canada 10. Australia
Mexico 11. Argentina
United Kingdom 12. Madagascar
Germany 13. Kenya
Brazil 14. South Africa
Egypt

China
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